
It was another productive week at Ateres Bais 
Yaakov. The highlight of the week was Rosh 
Chodesh Adar. Two days. The first day the girls 
enjoyed a fun Mitzva Fair Sale Day 'with a twist'. 
Delicious food, creative projects and also new for 
Rosh Chodesh Adar were some games connected 
to the Purim story.  It was a very fun experience. 
Thank you to kitah daled and Morah Tal for all their 
hard work. The second day of Rosh Chodesh the 
girls enjoyed coming to school dressed up with 
tremendous creativity.  The morahs came dressed 
up to. Some  even came in school uniforms. The 
girls had a good laugh.  Each grade really enjoyed 
meeting their new student “Hindy”. She came late 
and had the teacher read the late note out loud. 
Ask your daughters about it! To conclude the 
morning, the whole school danced outside to lively 
Purim music and Ateres songs. Happy Rosh 
Chodesh to all– Ateres Bais Yaakov sure had a 
wonderful day! 
 

The girls are studying hard for the brachos bee too. 
They are enjoying being challenged by all the new 
brachos they are learning. Some girls expressed 
how interesting it was to learn the bracha rishona 
and acharona of rice for example.  One and a half 
more weeks to finish all learning. Then the learning 
focuses on Purim and Pesach.  
 

The middos raffle is in full swing as well as Mrs. 
Samet visits all the classes to distribute scratch off 
cards to each girl who is picked from their raffle of 
middos cards. The girls enjoyed picking a prize or a 
treat depending on what they scratched off. The 
school keeps getting nachas calls regarding the girls 
middos. It is always a pleasure to hear and it is 
good to know that all the effort the girls put in 
towards strengthening their middos surely makes 
an impression in the Monsey community.    
 

Now, let's take a peek into the week: 
 

Morah Miraim's kitah alef talmidos are so excited 
to welcome the month of Adar. The girls planned to 
come to school on Friday Rosh Chodesh adorned in 
silly hats (the sillier the better.) They began 
speaking and singing about the beautiful chag of 
Purim. The girls are coloring and reading and even 
writing in Hebrew about Purim.  Costumes for 
Purim are being discussed and our girls can't wait 
to celebrate. What a happy time for all!!  
 

Morah Gluck's kitah beis had a fantastic week of 
learning! They enjoyed reviewing their Kriah and 
foundational Chumash skills while they played 
games at their teacher-made learning centers. The 
girls really enjoyed building towers with shorashim 
and sheimos etzem, racing through rainbow kriah 
rings, playing shoresh “go fish” and more! The girls 
are looking forward to playing all of the games as 
they rotate through the centers. Before they began 
learning about Megillas Esther and Purim Morah 
Gluck guided the girls as they filled out a KWL 
Graphic Organizer. K stands for Things We Know, W 
stands for Things We Wonder, and L stands for 
Things We Learned. Spending this time was a 
fantastic way to introduce a topic that the 
girls  already know so much about - it helped them 
to activate and review their prior knowledge, 
discuss some misconceptions and 
misunderstandings and excite the students with 
things they wonder about as they begin to  learn 
the megillah and about Purim. Their charts will be 
hanging up throughout Adar so the girls can keep 
adding to them as they learn more and more. 

 

Another wonderful week Baruch Hashem in Mrs. 
Ehrman's kitah gimmel. They finished learning 
all  the 'osios Rashi'. Mazal Tov, now each one of 
the girls are proud to be able to write their name in 
Rashi letters. This week on  Rosh Chodesh Adar the 
class store will be open and the girls were able to 
'buy' different prizes with the well deserved money 
they collected by learning nicely, davening and 
offering great answers in class. It was beautiful for 
Mrs. Ehrman to see everyone working on their 
middos as welll. For example, in the morning when 
the girls come into class, the chairs are piled high 
and before even anyone takes off their coat or puts 
down their briefcases they prepare their chairs for 
their friends. Kol hakavod!  
 

Morah Tal's kita daled was so excited to begin 
parshas Mikaitz this week! The class discussed the 
difference between a tzaddik and a rasha. A rasha, 
even when he's doing a favor, he does it for his 

own benefit, like the way the Sar hamashkim spoke 
about Yosef who helped him, to Paraoh, and a 
tzaddik does just for others, without worrying 
about himself. They did a beautiful job with their 
mitzvah fair on Thursday, Rosh Chodesh Adar! They 
raised so much money bH! Morah Tal witnessed 
how nicely the girls were helping each other with 
their booths Rina Grossman even offered to bring 
in toys from her own house, to help out another 
booth. It's so nice to see beautiful middos! The 
creativity of the booths were outstanding. One 
booth was called 'Ateres Bakery' and they sold 
cookies that had an edible Ateres logo stickers, 
they sold homemade  granola bars and chocolate 
chip sticks too.  Another booth was called 'Toys R 
Us' and they held a raffle for girls to win two giant 
teddy bears and a huge amount of stuffed animals 
and toys. Others created booths that sold hot 
chocolate, student made key chains and cupcakes 
and yummy s’mores. The girls worked incredibly 
hard. It was a very impressive day. 
 

Mrs. Liff's kitah hei has been learning nonstop! 
Their enthusiasm and excitement for learning is 
contagious. Anyone who hears kitah hei davening 
or practicing their Shema is just amazed and they 
pop into their classroom for a visit. They are 
looking forward to completing the perek  they are 
learning in chumash very soon. The girls have been 
working so hard at really mastering and fine tuning 
their skills. The girls have also been moving on in 
Shiras Devorah. Mrs. Liff loves watching how every 
single student is there to help her friends master 
this perek, showing such unique achdus. What 
nachas!  
 

In addition to all the usual goings-on in kitah vav, 
this week something special was felt in the 
air:  kitah vav is inaugurating the very first 6th 
grade Melave Malka!  In order to promote achdus, 
Mrs. Eckstein and Mrs. Samet have a full program 
planned for what promises to be a very special 
evening.  The talmidos themselves are in charge of 
all the details:  set up, cleanup, invitations. choir 
and dance.  Mrs. Eckstein has been so impressed at 
the maturity and responsibility displayed by 
everyone!  We are looking forward with great 
anticipation!  Kol HaKovod, Kitah Vav!! 
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NSHEI CORNER 

 

Rosh Chodesh Adar was met with many 
smiles as the girls received hysterical 
laughing bags from the N'shei.  Junior 
High was treated to glow glasses and 
hamentaschen for the special occasion! 

 

Staff Mishloach Manos are now available 
for purchase.  Please head 
to www.ateres.org to place your 
orders.  The deadline is Friday, February 
23rd. 

 

If you would like to volunteer for 
packing and/or delivering the mishloach 
manos to school, please 
email nshei@ateres.org.  We can use 
your help and this goes toward your Give 
& Get hours! 

 

Have a Good Shabbos! 

Ateres N'shei 

Chany Silverman & Faigie Walter 

 

With our arrival to our new home we 

continue to transition, grow and build 

not only to our new quarters but in our 

character as well.  

As such, we are proud to introduce a 

new weekly column  

“Boneh baShamayim Maalosov”  

with insights from the parsha on 

refinement of middos and building of 

our character as banim laHashem. 

“V’yehiyu soamim 

melimata” 

 

And they (the boards of the 

Mishkan) shall be even on 

the bottom and together 

they shall match on the top.  

 

The success of the Mishkan 

was for each and every 

board to be matching. The 

success of our Mishkan 

me’at, our homes, is also 

for us to be a match and 

work seamlessly with one 

another. 

ח“פרשת תרומה תשע  D’VAR TORAH PARSHAS TERUMAH 
Rabbi Yisroel Teichman - Associate Dean 

 

M’shenichnas adar marbim b’simcha-When 
the month of Adar arrives, we increase our 
simcha. This is a partial phrase of the 
Gemara. The Gemara reads “just as when 
the month of Av arrives one should 
decrease his simcha, so too, when the 
month of Adar arrives he should increase his 
simcha”; connecting the increase of simcha 
in Adar to the decrease of simcha in Av.  
 
The S’fas Emes suggests that the Gemara is 
defining the quality of simcha for the month 
of Adar. The decrease of simcha in Av is 
associated with the loss of the Bais 
Hamikdash. Likewise, the increase of simcha 
during the month of Adar is associated with 
the Bais Hamikdash.  
 
During the time of the Bais Hamikdash, the 

month of Adar was when funds were raised, 
the machtzis hashekel, to fund the 
operations of the Bais Hamikdash. But why 
in the month of Adar; what is the 
connection between the Bais Hamikdash 
and the month of Adar?  
 
The greatness of the Purim miracle was that 
even though we were as far removed from 
Hashem as possible, with an impossible 
decree against us, in the month furthest 
away from Nissan, when our nation began, 
nonetheless Hashem was orchestrating 
everything from behind the scenes for our 
benefit. The lesson for our lives is that any 
event that happens to us, or challenge we 
face, Hashem is really with us albeit in a 
hidden manner. We have the ability to 
connect to Hashem in every circumstances 
and every situation. We can use all and any 
of our assets to connect to Hashem. The 
primary purpose of the Bais Hamikdash was 

to connect everything to Hashem. We could 
use animal, food, wealth, for our own needs 
and purposes. The service in the Bais 
Hamikdash was to use every material item 
for and in the service of Hashem, giving 
them higher value, making the ordinary 
extraordinary.  
 
The joy of Adar was that they transformed 
money into kedusha by contributing to the 
Bais Hamikdash, and we too can make the 
ordinary extraordinary, the mundane holy, 
and the insignificant significant. 

Memories of Kitah Daled Mitzva Fair Sale Day  



The week always seems to fly by in first grade especially when the 
class learns something new using hands- on activities. This week in 
their unit on “The Five Senses,” the students  learned about the sense 
of touch. The girls learned that our skin is the main organ of the sense 
of touch. The nerve endings in the skin can detect pressure, pain, and 
temperature. If you put your hand in a box to search around for 
something, you can tell when you've found it by feeling the pressure 
of the object.   The sense of touch allows you to tell the difference 
between rough and smooth, soft and hard, and wet and dry. It is 
interesting to see just how well your sense of touch works. First grade 
was put to the test. Every girl took a turn putting her hands into a bag 
and feeling what was inside. Some of the girls were hesitant due to 
other girls’ reactions but in the end they were brave. The first graders 
were very clever and knew straight away what everything was (an 
orange was round and smooth, pasta was sticky and mushy, and water 
was cold and wet)!  It’s not clear who had more fun- the girls or Mrs. 
Wingate.  
 
This week second graders traversed the African continent and learned 
fascinating facts about gorillas. Girls listened attentively as Mrs. Baron 
read aloud.  Without a text to refer to, a read aloud is an activity that 
demands good listener concentration. The class did a great job 
remembering so many interesting details about these primates. Did 
you know that the literal translation of gorilla means “hairy 
person?” Students created a web diagram and then wrote down many 
remarkable facts and new vocabulary they learned. After studying a 
map, students colored Africa, the world’s second to largest 
continent.  The last part of the lesson was so much fun. Students were 
guided in a step by step art lesson of how to draw their own gorilla. In 
math students did some complex problem solving.  Volunteers were 
chosen to read the problems out loud. Aiming for success, they 
learned the skill of carefully reading a problem and planning steps in a 
specific order. 
 
In math this week, third grade continued learning all about fractions. 
They had a great time doing a cut and paste matching activity to 
review what they had learned. Congratulations to Charna Gelman and 
Batsheva Schneid on becoming multiplication masters this week! The 
rest of the class is working hard studying their facts so they can earn a 
trophy too. The class finished up their science unit on endangered 
animals by reading an article about tigers. The class was sad to learn 
that one of the reasons that tigers are endangered is because of 
poachers. Daniella Port shared with the class that when she was living 
in South Africa she once saw a poacher standing next to a dead 
rhino! The girls were so interested and had many questions for her. 
 
Finding the theme of a story can be confusing but using fables seems 
to help students identify the theme, or lesson learned, a little easier. 
This week Mrs. Paley’s fourth graders worked on comparing themes 
and topics across cultures. The girls read ANANSI THE SPIDER, an 
African folktale adaptation and COYOTE THE HEN, a Native American 
folktale adaptation. After reading each fable, the class used a Venn 
diagram to compare and contrast the theme found in each story. They 
answered comprehension questions related to the topic which 
included sequence of events.  Finally, the students compared the two 
stories using setting, character traits, and conclusion while citing text 
evidence. The girls enjoyed the folktales and are looking forward to 
reading more next week. 
Working on math problems is a fourth grade favorite. After learning 
how to find equivalent fractions and renaming a fraction in its lowest 
term this week, the girls reviewed how to make and read a pictograph 
and bar graph. The new graphing topics introduced were making and 
reading a line graph and line plots, including finding the range, mode, 
and outlier. Another great week with a great class! 
 
This week in Mrs. Friedman’s class, the excitement was mounting! 
The girls are now completing their dioramas and are gearing up to 
present their beautiful science projects to the parents on March 8th 
iyH! They are working hard on their public speaking skills, on 
practicing their speeches, and on utilizing their science knowledge and 
information to help them design, build and complete their dioramas! 
We can’t wait for the parents to come and see the beautiful efforts 
and hear the wonderful speeches! 
In math fifth grade is approaching the end of our chapter on factors, 
multiples, and fractions. The girls are working very hard on mastering 
all of the common core knowledge in preparation for their upcoming 
test. 
The results are in-the girls scored beautifully on the most recent 
reading test, on our trade book, Mrs.Frisby and the Rats of NIMH. 
They truly mastered all vocabulary, comprehension, application and 
analysis skills that were required in order to do well, and they were 
truly successful! Mrs. Friedman is so proud of each and every one of 
you!! 
The week ended with our class raffle on Friday. Mazel tov to our 
students of the week this week, Tziviya Abisch and GItty Rosen, and 
mazel tov to the raffle winners! Good Shabbos!! 
 
This week in Mrs. Frances’ sixth grade class the girls read about 
Aesops Fables and how a fable is a story with a lesson at the end that 
we can learn from, like a mashal and nimshal in Tanach. The sixth 
grade did not disappoint when creating their own fables, maybe one 
day they will be as famous as Aesop was! The students also started a 
social studies project in class learning about Africa's geography. Each 
group has a different topographical area and are becoming experts on 
their topic. Each group then presented their project and taught the 
class what they had learned. Looking forward to seeing everyone on 
Motzei Shabbos at the Melave Malka! 

By: Mrs. Jenny Samet 
 

 We can possibly all recall a time 

when we ask a friend to do us a 

favor.  Maybe we have a family 

coming in from out of town and 

we need help to pick them up.  A 

pause on the other end of a phone call, tells us they 

don't really want to do it. So right away you say you 

will ask someone else and then they insist they will 

work it out. You begin to feel you were a burden for 

asking for this favor and that you are  

inconveniencing them. Now  you wish you wouldn't 

have asked. Keeping that scenario in mind, we refer 

to the beginning of this week's parsha where Rabbi 

Freundlich of Aish explains that Moshe asks for a call 

out to build the Mishkan which will house Hashem's 

presence in the desert.  

 

Those individuals who were allowed to give were 

able to, depending on how much they wanted to 

give- "Asher yidbenu libo", one whose heart 

motivates and inspires him, not by the amount of 

money in their bank account. Hashem doesn't need 

our gold and silver. He only wants our relationship- 

Hashem said he wanted us to want to be part of the 

building of His home. Hashem silently says, if you 

want to be part of it, I welcome your gift. If not, 

keep your money.  

 

As parents, we spend our lives giving and giving and 

giving more to our children, making them lunches, 

snacks and driving them everywhere.  We also 

spend hours talking to them about their emotions as 

they get older. Our children will know if we are 

giving to them because they are a burden or because 

we love them. If we sigh or roll our eyes, they will 

know.  Children need to hear from us even if we say 

we will do it that it is our pleasure to spend time 

with them and to spend time bonding with them. 

They should hear from us that we are happy to do 

for them. We are doing it anyway. Let them get the 

sense that we are 'nidiv lev'-loving to do it. Our 

children  are our lives, so while doing anything for 

them-let's let them know we just love doing it. 

 

 

 

In honor of Rosh Chodesh Adar, the Junior High had an 

assembly run by our G.O heads. The girls came dressed up in 

costumes and in great spirits! They played a version of the 

balloon game. The extra twist to the game was that inside 

each balloon paper was a task to accomplish.  Girls presented 

humorous skits and dances to the rest of the JHS.  Everyone 

enjoyed stickers, music, dancing, and Laffy Taffy treats! 

 

Mrs. Eisenstein taught our seventh and eighth graders a hands

-on lesson about earthquake motion and seismic waves. Using 

metal slinkies, the students demonstrated the motion of the P- 

waves, S-waves, and surface waves that result from an 

earthquake.  

 

In Mrs. Taubenblat’s Navi class, the eighth graders finished 

their eleventh perek in Melachim Aleph. They learned about 

the passing of Shlomo Hamelech and the beginning of the 

reign of his son Rechavam. In the upcoming Perek, the 

kingdom of Eretz Yisrael will soon be split in two, and our 

students can't wait to learn how events will unfold.  In 

Hashkafa class, the girls learned the valuable life skill of setting 

goals effectively. In order for a goal to have the best chance of 

being achieved, it must be both measurable and have a 

deadline. The girls practiced coming up with goals and 

appropriate deadlines, as well as making these goals 

From the desk of Mrs. Kayla Stimmel 

Mrs. Levin’s Update A Peek into the Week “Parent-thetically” Speaking 

Pre1A Wacky Wednesday in Adar  

Thank you Nshei for the great Rosh Chodesh treats!  

Fifth Grade Rosh Chodesh Adar 

First and Third Grade Rosh Chodesh davening 

measurable.  Here are some examples: A vague goal 

would be, "I want to be a happier person." A measurable 

goal with a deadline would be, "By the end of ninth grade, 

I will be a person who writes a list of five things to be 

grateful for during every lunch break."  A vague goal 

would be, "I want to work on time management." A 

measurable goal with a deadline would be, "By the last 

day of eighth grade, I will reach my goal of being in 

bed at 10:30 P.M. every night."  This concept was eye-

opening for the eighth graders and will be sure to serve 

them well as they embark on their life journeys. 

 

Mrs. Steinfeld's eighth grade math class began learning 

systems of equations this week. Students are learning 

how to find a common point between two linear functions 

using three different methods: graphing, substitution, and 

elimination. They will then learn how to write a system of 

equations from a word problem and solve for a real life 

solution. 

 

Mrs. Kahn’s eighth grade social studies class debated if 

rules should be made if there is no way to enforce them, 

or if that guarantees  that they will be broken. They then 

proceeded to learn about the Prohibition.  The seventh 

grade learned about the different types of governments 

running the in countries throughout the world. 
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Sixth Grade social studies projects  Fourth Grade Native American suncatchers  


